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1. Letter from Teton County Historic Preservation Board 

2. March 18, 2015 JH News & Guide Editorial 

3. Preliminary architectural study (site plan, massing, floor plans) 

 

 



	  
 
March 27, 2015 
To: Tyler Sinclair  
From: Teton County Historic Preservation Board 
Re: 110 E. Kelly Variance Application 
 
Dear Tyler: 
 
As you know, our Board has submitted comments to the Town Council on the subject of special 
consideration and flexibility in the new zoning regulations for historic buildings.  Several 
members of our Board recently toured Mark and Hilary Berry’s project at 110 E. Kelly and we 
are writing in support of his variance application, in the hopes that it will be a test case for the 
types of incentives and flexibility we are advocating.   
 
The Berrys’ house is a historic 1930s bungalow with connections to the Francis, Nelson, and 
Taylor families.  The Berrys have carefully restored and modernized the house, bringing it into 
the 21st century, but preserving its historic external appearance, and many interior features as 
well.  It is a project which our Board commends.  Buildings like this one are critical to preserving 
the character of our community, and we are losing them at an alarming rate. Where opportunities 
exist to assist and incentivize landowners who want to maintain and use historic buildings, our 
Board encourages the Town of Jackson to act upon them.  
 
Our understanding from the owner is that he would like to more fully utilize the underlying AR 
zoning for the property, but under the existing LDRs it is not viable to have a primary dwelling 
unit and two accessory units on the lot without demolishing the current home.  By exercising 
whatever discretion or flexibility that might be available to the Town Planning Commission—in 
this case, making findings in support of certain variances from the Land Development 
Regulations—the Town will further our community’s historic preservation goals.  The pressure is 
increasing in this part of town to redevelop property and provide more opportunities for housing.  
The owner’s approach would maintain a historic building while also developing the property 
more fully for housing—this seems to be a win-win from our perspective, and a model on which 
we hope future decisions can be based. 
 
We support the concept of creating incentives to help owners choose to keep historic structures 
on their property.  This variance request illustrates that relatively minor deviations from the 
current LDRs on the part of the Town could be made that would encourage Historic Preservation.  
Our Board would support an interpretation of the current LDRs that historic significance equates 
to “special circumstances” that allow for a variance.  We encourage the Town Planning 
Commission to consider the variance request at 110 E. Kelly in light of the fact that this and the 
small number of other remaining original houses left in the Town of Jackson are essential to 
preserving our community’s unique character—the character that is so central to the focus of the 
Comprehensive Plan (relevant section attached).   
 
Yours, 
 
 
Sara Adamson 
President 
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Jackson/ Teton County Comprehensive Plan: 

 
Principle 4.5—Preserve historic structures and sites 
Our community is proud of its history. Encouraging the preservation and awareness of 
historic structures and sites contributes to economic development, helps preserve historic 
resources, and maintains our awareness of local culture and history. 
 
Policy 4.5.a: Identify and preserve historically significant structures and sites 
Many areas, improvements, buildings and structures in the community have features with 
historic character or special historic or aesthetic value. Often these historic sites represent 
architectural products of distinct periods in the history of Jackson. The protection, 
enhancement and perpetuation of sites with historic character or special historical ��� or 
aesthetic value are of public necessity. The preservation of cultural and historic sites is in the 
interest of the people of our community, and the preservation of historically significant 
buildings and sites will be encouraged. 
 
Policy 4.5.b: Support the Historic Preservation Board 
The Teton County Historic Preservation Board (TCHPB) has several on-going programs that 
identify historic properties and nominate the most significant structures for National 
Register designation. The Town and County will continue to support the Historic 
Preservation Board in its efforts to document and preserve historic buildings and sites. 
Further, the Planning Commissions and elected bodies will consider the recommendations of 
the Board when reviewing development applications. 
 
Policy 4.5.c: Enhance historic preservation education, outreach, and awareness 
The Teton County Historic Preservation Board and the Jackson Hole Historical Society and 
Museum undertake many programs to inform the public about the community’s historic 
features and local history. The Town and County will continue to support these and other 
organizations in their efforts to advance community education and awareness beyond current 
levels. 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*****Note regarding floor plans and massing diagrams***** 

The floor plans and massing diagrams attached to this application represent a preliminary 

study initiated to (1) confirm that the site constraints will indeed accommodate my intended 

architectural program and (2) to determine minimum variances required in support of this 

application—the scope of professional architectural services was limited to these two items.  

The structure has not been designed. Architectural style, roof lines, materials, massing, 

refinement of floor plans and many other elements were not in the scope of this preliminary 

study.  
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