
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PURPOSE OF WORKSHOP ITEM 
The purpose of this item is to discuss potential policy and legal options and considerations in connection with 
providing more rental housing and affordable rental housing in the Town and County. 
 
DESIRED OUTCOME 
The desired outcome is for Town Council to determine if it wishes to pursue any potential options at this time in 
connection with providing more rental housing and affordable rental housing in the Town and to direct Staff to 
pursue its favored options.  
 
BACKGROUND/ALTERNATIVES 
At a prior Town Council Workshop, members of the Town Council asked for the Town Attorney to provide an 
outline of legal options in connection with rental housing. The below are some policy options and legal 
considerations in connection with such: 
 
Potential Temporary Rental Housing Options/Considerations 

• Allow RVs/tent camping/some combination on open private lots within the Town  
o In all zones? 
o In some zones? 

• Allow RVs/camping/some combination at the Stilson lot  
o Requires cooperation with County  

• Allow RVs/camping/some combination on specific properties in Town willing to participate  
o Churches 
o Nonprofits 
o Private business  

• Allow RVs/camping/some combination on Town-owned land within the Town  
o Allow for overnight camping in Home Ranch/Miller lot/King Street lot at night only – e.g. day use 

from 7a-7p and night use from 7p-7a 
o Allow for overnight camping use on all streets or some streets  

 
Potential Acute Issues/Considerations for Setting Minimum Standards: 

• Noise 
• Parking during the day for local business and enforcement procedures if RVs/camping allowed on public 

lots and the vehicles do not move from streets/downtown lots timely 
• Town Enforcement Resources  

o Morning - clearing the lots for day use  
o Crime at night – more police?  
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o Public complaints – responding officers  
• Litter 

o Public Works and Park/Rec resources  
• Wear & Tear on public facilities (bathrooms, dirt/gravel areas) 
• Mitigating fire danger – Stilson area and private lots around Town likely being the biggest concern v. use 

of parking lots in Town.  
• Sewer/water access for campers  

o Can the public system handle more waste?  
o Will there be health/safety/welfare issues for campers? 

• Liability for Town if there are injuries/crime on Town-owned land resulting from this program?  
• Will this bring with it a STR issue – for example homeowners putting a temporary unit on their property 

for the summer and renting it out short term?  
o Will these be harder to find than standard STR rental violations and harder to enforce? 
o Will the Town be able to keep up with increased need for enforcement if so with current staff 

resources?  
• Will these campgrounds (whether dispersed around Town on private property or concentrated in public 

parking lots) create problems with wildlife? 
o More wildlife encounters? 
o Wildlife attractants?  

• Will pets be allowed? 
 
Big Picture/Philosophical Issues: 

• It may be difficult to gain compliance with the general prohibition on camping once the rules are relaxed 
temporarily. Should the Town therefore have hard deadlines and a system to enforce after the temporary 
relaxation: 

o Contracts with those staying on Town-owned land? 
o Security deposits?  
o What are the consequences of forcing people off Town-owned land if they do not want to leave on 

a deadline? 
• Currently the Town enforces the prohibitions on camping in public places and on living in RVs in Town 

based on complaints only. There is no enforcement by the Town itself unless promoted by a complaint, 
therefore it may be difficult to start fully enforcing the law at the end of the temporary relaxation of the 
rules without significant staff resources. 

• If the Town moves forward with a temporary solution, should it only be as part of a broad-based, 
comprehensive solution – e.g. integrated into the Housing Action Plan so in the fall and winter a long-
term solution is developed?  

• If the Town allows people to stay on its land temporarily (free or with some kind of time agreement) will 
this engender some community strife – those paying rent/mortgage v. those “freeloading” on Town 
property?  

• Should the Town pass some minimum standards for living conditions in these “campgrounds”? 
o Examples could be found from KOA campgrounds – e.g. litter, noise, quiet hours, fire, wildlife 

attractants, pets, parking, etc. 
 
Potential Housing Policy – More Permanent Options 

• Find permanent solution for more rental housing stock 
o Allow A/R building on residential lots – approved and regulation drafted 
o Create rental zones 
o Do Private/Public Partnerships 

 P3 
 

 Teton County Housing Department agreement or initiative  
 Town negotiations with individual developers to obtain more affordable rental units 



o Control rental rates and/or limit the percent of rental rate increases – 
 Create an ordinance to cap the maximum percent of rental rate increase per year (e.g. a 

maximum of 3% per twelve-month period)  
• There must be a legitimate public purpose to effect such a regulation and the Town 

would need to do and/or utilize and existing legal nexus study before enacting 
• Enact health and safety renter protections regulations, including for example –  

o Minimum notice requirements from landlord to tenant that a unit is not available for renewal – 
thus giving renters the opportunity to find alternative safe, affordable housing  

o Minimum notice requirements for rent increases – thus enabling renters to accommodate the 
increase or find alternative accommodations if necessary  

o Requirement that landlords repair/maintain premises in the originally-rented condition in regard 
to general safety and welfare, excepting damage created by tenant – thus ensuring minimum health 
and safety conditions for all renters  

o Requirement that leases that expire after initial rental period become month-to-month tenancies – 
thus giving renters a notice period if the landlord seeks to end the tenancy after lease expiration  

 
STAKEHOLDER ANALYSIS 
The public at large and rental property owners are the stakeholders.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
Unknown at this time. 
 
STAFF IMPACT 
Unknown at this time. 
 
LEGAL ISSUES 
Ongoing. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
None. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff makes no recommendation.  
 
SUGGESTED MOTION 
I move to direct staff to:   __________________________________________________________________  
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